	Class Spire Newsletter Summer 2 2026
Our topic this term is Victorians, where we will learn about what life what like in Victorians times compare to now. This includes comparing what school was like, the toys children played with, their homes and more. We will also take time to explore the washhouse and take part in a Victorian school day.

	Phonics
The children will continue in their Read Write Inc. groups to develop their phonics, reading fluency, and spelling skills. Some Year 2 children will also take part in spelling, punctuation and grammar sessions to learn techniques for remembering tricky words and improving their writing accuracy.
[image: High View Primary Learning Centre]


Writing
In Writing we are going to be learning about poetry using the classic nursery rhyme The Owl and The Pussycat (originally a Victorian Nursery Rhyme). The children will be writing Letters, interviews, lists, instructions. With the main outcome to write their own rhyming poem. We will then be moving on to look at the features of non-fiction texts. We will use a range of Victorian fact books to learn about Victorian life, we will research and write facts to create our own fact page/book about the Victorians.

Whole Class Reading

	Math
Year 1-
This half term in Maths, Year 1 children will develop their understanding of multiplication and division through practical activities, helping them to see how groups can be made and shared equally. They will also explore fractions by recognising halves and quarters of shapes, objects, and quantities. In addition, children will learn about position and direction, using everyday language such as left, right, forwards, and backwards to describe movement and follow simple instructions. Through hands-on learning, discussion, and problem-solving, pupils will build confidence in applying these key mathematical concepts in familiar contexts.

Year 2 –
This half term in Maths, Year 2 will be learning about length and height and mass, capacity and temperature. The children will learn how to read cm, m, g, kg, ml and l’s. They will measure and compare and use their addition, subtraction, multiplication and division skills to answer problem solving questions all about measuring. They will then move on to fractions where we will recap the parts and whole fractions, recognize and find halves and quarters before learning about thirds and 3 quarters.
	Science
This half term in science, Year 1 and Year 2 will be finishing their learning about plants before Year 1 move on to looking at seasonal changes focused around spring and summer. They will look at the changes that happen when spring comes, including daylight hours. They will observe how the weather changes and how spring changes into summer.
Year 2 will move on to learn about the importance of biodiversity and what an ecosystem is. The unit focuses on minibeasts and habitats found in the UK. Children will learn about different types of minibeasts, their microhabitats, what they need from their habitat and how living things depend on each other in order to survive. They will also learn about the benefits of minibeasts for the planet and the important roles they play, including pollination. Part of the aim of this unit is to eliminate fear and misconceptions surrounding minibeasts in order to build a better understanding and appreciation of their importance for the planet and how they impact daily life.

                                
[image: Mkono Fake Plants in Ceramic Pot, 11 ...]

	Topic – History, D&T and Drama
This half term, the children will be exploring the fascinating world of the Victorians through a rich blend of History, Drama, and Design & Technology.
History
Children will learn about what life was like in Victorian times, with a special focus on how toys and entertainment have changed over time. They’ll compare old and modern toys, handle replicas, and discuss the materials and mechanisms used in the past.
Design & Technology
Building on their historical knowledge, pupils will design and make their very own Victorian pop‑up puppet. They’ll explore simple mechanisms such as sliders, levers and split pins, create a detailed design plan, and then follow this to construct a working puppet inspired by Victorian characters such as chimney sweeps, teachers, or street sellers.
Drama
Using the puppets they have made, the children will work in small groups to create their own short puppet show set in a Victorian scene. They’ll develop simple storylines, practise expressive vocal skills and puppet movement, and rehearse a performance. At the end of the unit, they will perform their puppet shows for the Reception children.

	PSED
In HeartSmart, the children will learn all about how being ‘Fake is a Mistake’. Children will learn how to communicate feelings to others and how to recognize how others show their feelings. They will learn ways in which they are unique and how to understand that there has never and will never be another ‘them’!
Children will gain the ability to recognize the difference between right and wrong and to readily apply this understanding in their own lives.

	RE
Judaism Unit
This term, pupils in Year 1 and Year 2 will be learning about Judaism. They will explore key beliefs about God, the importance of the synagogue, and significant stories from the Torah, including Noah and Abraham. Pupils will learn how Jewish people worship, how their beliefs influence daily life, and why sacred texts and places are important.
Through discussion, storytelling, and reflection, children will develop their understanding of faith, values, and respect for different beliefs. They will also have opportunities to ask questions, share their own ideas, and compare their learning with other religions they have studied.

	Computing

In Computing, pupils will create stop motion animations using tablets. They will plan a simple story using a storyboard, then work in groups to take a series of still images, moving objects slightly between each frame.
Pupils will use tablet camera apps to capture and organise their images, ensuring the camera remains steady and movements are small and consistent. They will then sequence their images to produce a short animated video.
This unit will develop creativity, teamwork, and key computing skills such as sequencing, problem-solving, and digital content creation.

	PE
This term, Monday morning PE with Mrs Haxton-Gregory and Miss Consterdine will be the exciting return of Bikeability (all of which happens in the playground).

On Thursdays Coach Louis will be teaching Multi-Sport.

	🐄 KS1 Trip: Perlethorpe Victorian Day
.
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