	Class Spire Newsletter Spring 1 2025
In KS1, our topic is “Amazing Activists”

	English
English – 
In English, we are continuing to use Literacy Tree as our scheme, focusing on the topic Amazing Activists, which links brilliantly with our first book, *The Journey Home* by Frann Preston-Gannon. The story follows a polar bear searching for a new home as ice melts, introducing important themes of conservation, endangered animals, and global warming. Children will create fact files on endangered animals and write short persuasive pieces explaining why we need to protect them. They will also focus on grammar, identifying sentences as questions, commands, statements, or exclamations, and practising editing their work for tense and word choice, referring to nouns, verbs, and adjectives throughout. Activities will include thinking about characters’ thoughts and feelings and sequencing events to retell the story in the correct order. These lessons provide a springboard for discussions about the environment, activism, and the impact of human actions, encouraging children to think and write critically about the world around them while developing comprehension, imagination, and critical thinking skills.

In whole-class reading this half term, the children will be exploring the story *There’s an Orangutan in My Bedroom*. They will practise answering retrieval questions to find information directly from the text and inference questions to explore characters’ thoughts, feelings, and motivations. Activities will include sequencing events, predicting what might happen next, and discussing how characters respond to different situations. These exercises will help children develop comprehension, critical thinking, and empathy, while also building confidence in discussing and analysing stories.
	Math
Year 1 – 
This term in Year 1, the children are focusing on place value within 20. They are learning to count, read, and write numbers up to 20, as well as recognize tens and ones using practical objects and visual models. The children are also exploring adding and subtracting within 20, using number lines, drawings, and practical activities to build confidence. These hands-on activities help children develop a solid understanding of numbers and their relationships, providing a strong foundation for more advanced calculations later in the year.

Year 2 –    
This term in Year 2, the children are focusing on multiplication and division. They are learning to make equal groups, use arrays, and solve simple number sentences using × and ÷. Arrays are a key part of their learning, helping children visualize multiplication by arranging numbers in rows and columns, which also supports their understanding of division. Through practical activities, drawings, and visual models, they are exploring 2, 5, and 10 times tables and learning to share and group numbers to solve problems. These activities help build a strong foundation in times tables and problem-solving skills, preparing them for more complex maths in the future.   
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	Science
This term, our Year 1 and Year 2 scientists are going to be exploring materials and observing changes all around them! Year 1 will be mending torn umbrellas, testing which materials are water-resistant, watching ice melt, designing ways to free frozen figures, and making their own puddles to see what happens over time. Year 2 will investigate which types of paper are most absorbent and strongest, learn how to carry out fair tests, identify patterns in their results, and explain their findings using scientific knowledge. Through these exciting, hands-on activities, our students will develop curiosity, problem-solving skills, and a real love for exploring the world through science.
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	Geography/History
This term in History, our Year 1 and Year 2 children are going to be learning about remarkable individuals who showed courage in the face of injustice. They will listen to the story of Rosa Parks and reflect on her decision to stand up against unfair treatment, creating posters to celebrate her courageous act. They will also learn about Malala Yousafzai and produce freezer frames to capture moments of her bravery. Through these activities, students will develop empathy, understanding, and an appreciation for the impact of standing up for what is right.
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	Art and Design
This term in Design & Technology, the children are going to be exploring how everyday items can be recycled and reused. They will look at the life cycle of a can and understand how it can be given a new purpose. They will draw their own designs for new uses—such as a pencil pot, bug hotel, plant pot, or lantern—then write up a plan and make a list of the equipment they will need. Finally, they will create their products and put them to use for their intended purpose, developing creativity, planning skills, and practical problem-solving along the way.

	PSED
This term in PSHE, the children are going to be exploring the HeartSmart program, learning how to build emotional wellbeing, resilience, and positive relationships. They will focus on themes such as Too Much Selfie Isn’t Healthy, discover how to be Secret Kindness Agents, celebrate Everyday Heroes, and practise  HeartSmart thinking both on the playground and online. They will also play activities like Spot the Difference and take time to reflect on what they’ve learned. Through these activities, children will develop empathy, kindness, and confidence in how they relate to others.

	Religious Education
This term in Religious Education, the children are going to be learning about the story of Jonah and the Whale and exploring what a parable is—a story that teaches an important lesson. They will think about how this story shows God’s forgiveness and what it means to ask for forgiveness ourselves. Through discussion and activities, children will learn how parables can help us make good choices, understand right from wrong, and practise saying sorry and forgiving others in their own lives.
	Computing
This term in Computing, our KS1 are going to be learning about Internet Safety through the Kapow programme. They will explore how to stay safe online, understand what personal information should and shouldn’t be shared, and learn how to be responsible digital citizens. Through practical activities and discussions, children will develop the skills to use technology safely and confidently, making positive choices when they are online.
	Physical Education
 This term in PE, children are going to have two lessons a week. On Mondays, they will enjoy Dance in the church, creating their own movement sequences, exploring shapes with their bodies, and moving in time with the music. On Thursdays, they will continue multisport outdoors with our sports coach, developing skills in a range of games and activities. These sessions help build coordination, rhythm, creativity, confidence, teamwork, and self-expression.
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