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Knowledge Organiser: Amazing Activists (Spring A –Ks1)

This term, children will explore “Amazing Activists” while also investigating the world around them through Science and Design & Technology. They will learn about brave individuals like Rosa Parks, who fought for equality, and Malala Yousafzai, who campaigned for girls’ education. Alongside this, children will experiment with materials, observe changes in nature, and create useful products from everyday objects. The topic encourages children to understand fairness, develop curiosity, and be creative, showing that small actions can make a big difference.


Key Facts Children Will Learn

History / PSHE
· Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a bus in 1955, helping to fight unfair laws in America.
· Malala Yousafzai spoke up for girls’ right to go to school, even when it was dangerous.
· Activists try to make the world fairer and better.
· Being brave sometimes means standing up for what is right, even when it’s hard.
· Everyone has rights, like the right to go to school, be safe, and be treated fairly.
Science
· Some materials let water pass through (absorbent) and some do not (waterproof).
· Ice is frozen water, and when it melts it becomes liquid again.
· Puddles form when water collects on the ground and disappear as water evaporates.
· Paper comes in different types, some stronger or more absorbent than others.
· Freezing and melting are examples of changes in materials.
Design & Technology
· Everyday objects, like cans, can be recycled or given a new purpose.
· Products need a plan before making, including tools and materials.
· You can make something useful from items you might normally throw away.
· Creative problem-solving helps us think of new ideas for old things.


Key Vocabulary

History / PSHE: Activist, Courage, Equality, Rights, Fairness, Protest
Science: Material, Waterproof, Melt, Freeze, Evaporation, Absorbent
Design & Technology: Recycle, Repurpose, Design, Plan, Equipment, Product


Suggested Activities for Children at Home

History / PSHE:
· Listen to Rosa Parks’ story and discuss fairness.
· Make posters about courageous acts.
· Create freeze frames of Malala Yousafzai’s key moments.
Science:
· Test which materials are waterproof or absorbent.
· Observe ice melting and record changes.
· Devise an investigation to free frozen figures.
· Create puddles and observe what happens to them.
· Test which type of paper is strongest or most absorbent.
Design & Technology:
· Look at the life cycle of a can.
· Draw a design to give the can a new purpose (pencil pot, bug hotel, plant pot, lantern).
· Write a plan and list equipment.
· Make the product and use it.



Suggested Websites for Children

History / PSHE:
· BBC Bitesize – Rosa Parks
· Malala Fund – Malala’s Story
· Kids World Citizen – Equality and Fairness
Science:
· BBC Bitesize – Materials
· Science Kids – Melting and Freezing
· STEM Learning – Simple Experiments
Design & Technology:
· BBC Bitesize – Recycling
· National Geographic Kids – Recycling & Materials
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